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Hollow nanotubes are of great interest for use as catalysts[1]

and gene delivery vehicles,[2] and in terahertz electronic
devices.[3] Diverse approaches to fabricating such hollow
nanostructures have been discussed: catalytic growth,[4] trans-
formation of core–shell nanowires into nanotubes by the
Kirkendall effect,[5] the use of porous templates,[6] hydro-
thermal synthesis based on ion-exchange reactions,[7] self-
assembly,[8] and gas-phase synthesis.[9] Alternative methods
with simple and straightforward procedures may provide new
insights into the design of nanomaterials.

Here, we present a new concept for forming nanotubes
based on a photocatalytic effect. As examples, ZnO–TiO2 and
CuO–TiO2 core–shell nanowires undergo a reaction in a
neutral aqueous solution under UV light. The resulting oxide
nanotubes show a uniform and tunable wall thickness.
Mechanisms for the tube formation will be suggested and
discussed.

The morphology of the ZnO–TiO2 core–shell nanowires
was investigated by transmission electron microscopy (TEM).
For details on sample preparation see the Experimental
Section. Figure 1a shows typical ZnO nanowires coated with
a TiO2 shell. A uniform layer of amorphous TiO2 with a
thickness of 25 nm on a single-crystalline ZnO nanowire is
visible in Figure 1b. Energy-dispersive X-ray (EDX) analysis
revealed a characteristic intensity profile of core–shell nano-
wires where the intensities of Zn and Ti are predominantly in
the core and the shell part, respectively (Figure 1e).

After exposure of the samples in neutral aqueous solution
to UV light for 2 h, hollow TiO2 nanotubes with uniform,
smooth walls had formed (Figure 1c; a magnified view of a
single nanotube is shown in Figure 1d). ZnO was completely
eliminated from the core part of the nanowires, and the
reaction resulted in a TiO2 nanotube without any structural
modification or damage. EDX line analysis across the nano-
tube revealed the distinct presence of Ti in the nanotube. The

intensity of the Zn signal in the TiO2 shell was below the
detection limit (Figure 1 f).

We evoke a photocatalytic effect as part of the etching
mechanism that leads to the formation of the hollow nano-
tubes. It is known that the photocatalytic reaction of water
with TiO2 produces H+ ions.[12, 13] Once the aqueous solution in
the vicinity of the TiO2 surface under UV irradiation is
saturated with H+ ions, the ions might diffuse partly to the
ZnO core through the nanoshell. The diffusion length of H+

ions through a TiO2 shell is apparently more than 50 nm since
TiO2 nanotubes with a thickness of 50 nm were formed in
controlled experiments. Eventually, a chemical reaction can
take place continuously at the ZnO–TiO2 interface. To verify
the diffusion of H+ ions through the oxide shell, a controlled

Figure 1. a) Typical TEM image of single-crystalline ZnO nanowires
coated with a TiO2 layer 25 nm thick by atomic layer deposition; scale
bar: 250 nm. b) Magnified view of a ZnO–TiO2 core–shell nanowire;
scale bar: 80 nm. c) Typical TEM image of TiO2 nanotubes formed
under UV irradiation for 2 h in aqueous solution; scale bar: 650 nm.
d) Magnified view of a TiO2 nanotube; scale bar: 100 nm. e) EDX line
analysis across a single ZnO–TiO2 core–shell nanowire. f) EDX line
analysis across a single TiO2 nanotube.
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experiment was carried out. ZnO nanowires with a TiO2

coating 32 nm thick were prepared on a Si substrate and
immersed in a strongly acidic solution (0.1m HCl, pH 1) for
2 h without UV light at room temperature. In this case, too,
TiO2 nanotubes formed as a result of the chemical reaction of
ZnO with H+ ions diffusing through the TiO2 wall (a typical
TEM image of TiO2 nanotubes is shown in Figure S1 in the
Supporting Information).

The reactions at the photocatalytically active TiO2 surface
and the interface under UV light might be described by
Equations (1; h+ = photoexcited ’hole’) and (2). Also, ZnO
with adsorbed H+ ions produced by the Equation (1) can be
decomposed under UV light according to Equation (3; h+ =

photoexcited ’hole’).[14] Note that the pH of the neutral
aqueous solution does not change during the reaction.

H2Oþ 2 hþ ! 2 Hþ þ 1=2 O2 ð1Þ

ZnOþ 2 Hþ ! Zn2þ þH2O ð2Þ

ZnO-Hþ þ hþ ! Zn2þ þ �OH ð3Þ

The evolution of the hollow nanotubes was analyzed by a
series of TEM investigations (Figure 2). Initially, small voids
form at the interface between the core and the shell of the
nanowire. Over time the voids (Figure 2c) enlarge and finally
merge (Figure 2d). After exposure of the samples to UV
irradiation for 2 h most of the nanowires are hollow (Fig-
ure 2e).

From Figure 2b,c it can be derived that the etching
behavior is facet-dependent; this is more evident under
specific etching conditions.[15] H+ ions in Equation (3) will be
predominantly adsorbed on the O polar surface of ZnO, and
the reaction results in rugged ZnO nanowires while the
etching proceeds. As the reaction continues, the Zn2+ ions
resulting from the decomposition diffuse out through the
amorphous TiO2 shell, and the resulting H2O molecules
undergo the photocatalytic reaction on the TiO2 surface.

The efficiency of the etching reaction may depend on the
crystallinity of TiO2, but the ZnO nanowires were etched
under the conditions described above even with an amor-
phous TiO2 shell. In addition, it is worth noting that the
dissolution of core nanowires also takes place at the exposed
open ends of the photocatalytically active ZnO nanowires

through reactions (1)–(3) since the H+ ions produced by the
direct splitting of water on the ZnO surface under UV light
will initiate the etching.[16] To confirm this hypothesis, ZnO
nanowires grown on a substrate were coated with an alumina
shell, which has no photocatalytic activity. After these core–
shell nanowires had been prepared on a TEM grid, the
samples were placed in neutral aqueous solution and irradi-
ated with UV light. An EDX spectrum of a ZnO–Al2O3 core–
shell nanowire is shown in Figure S2 in the Supporting
Information. As shown in Figure 3, ZnO nanowires started to
decompose from the open end of the nanowires, not from the
interface. After UV irradiation for 4 h most of the core–shell
nanowires changed into alumina tubes.

To demonstrate that this method for nanotube formation
is generally applicable, we also applied the concept to another
metal oxide material, CuO. CuO nanowires, which had been
grown on a TEM grid, were coated with an amorphous TiO2

layer 25 nm thick. Figure 4a shows a typical TEM image of

Figure 2. TEM images of ZnO–TiO2 core–shell nanowires after irradi-
ation with UV light for a) 0 min, b) 10 min, c) 30 min, d) 60 min, and
e) 120 min; scale bar: 50 nm.

Figure 3. TEM image of ZnO–Al2O3 core–shell nanowires exposed to
UV light for a) 10 min, b) 30 min, c) 4 h; scale bar: 100 nm.

Figure 4. a) Typical TEM images of CuO nanowires grown on a TEM
grid and coated by atomic layer deposition with a TiO2 layer 25 nm
thick. b) Typical TEM images of TiO2 nanotubes after UV irradiation in
aqueous solution for 2 h; scale bar: 200 nm.
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these CuO–TiO2 core–shell nanowires; an EDX line analysis
is shown in Figure S3 in the Supporting Information. Fig-
ure 4b shows TiO2 nanotubes formed after UV irradiation for
2 h. In this case, the CuO nanowires might chemically react
with H+ ions produced locally at the TiO2 outer shell
according to Equation (4). Subsequently, Cu ions might
diffuse out through the TiO2 wall.

CuOþ 2 Hþ ! Cu2þ þH2O ð4Þ

The approach presented here is highly selective and
controllable and works in a neutral aqueous solution. The
shape and morphology of hollow nanostructures can be fine-
tuned. For instance, hollow spheres as well as multiple-wall
metal oxide nanotubes can be fabricated based on this simple
method. TiO2 nanotube arrays fabricated by use of ZnO
nanowires grown on substrates epitaxially or non-epitax-
ially[17] may be suitable for applications in energy-harvesting
devices.[18]

In summary, we have developed a facile and efficient
method for the fabrication of hollow oxide nanotubes based
on a photocatalytic effect. H+ ions, which are produced locally
at TiO2 nanotubes by the splitting of water under UV
irradiation, diffuse to the ZnO or CuO cores and result in the
formation of oxide nanotubes. This approach can be used to
prepare TiO2 nanostructures with various shapes. Further-
more, different material such as MgO, CdS, and ZnS may be
used as reactive nanotemplates. Since MgO nanowires are
frequently grown with a square cross-section, square-shaped
tubes of TiO2 could be produced.

Experimental Section
Preparation of the core–shell nanowires: Single-crystalline ZnO
nanowires were prepared on Si substrates by using a vapor transport
deposition method. Typically, the ZnO nanowires had a diameter of
20–100 nm and a length of several mm. Details on the experimental
methods are given in Ref. [10]. For the growth of CuO nanowires,
bare TEM Cu grids used as both source material and substrates were
loaded in a quartz boat and placed inside a tube furnace in air at
475 8C for 2 h.[11] The diameter and the length of CuO nanowires
varied in the range of 30–100 nm and tens of mm, respectively. The as-
prepared nanowires were conformally coated with TiO2 or Al2O3 by
atomic layer deposition (ALD). Titanium isopropoxide (TIP) and
deionized water for the TiO2 deposition, while trimethylaluminum
(TMA) and deionized water were used for the Al2O3 deposition. For
TiO2 coating, depositions were performed at 70 8C under N2

atmosphere. The shell thickness in the core–shell structures was
mainly controlled by the number of reaction cycles. For example, 350
reaction cycles were performed for TiO2 coatings 12.5 nm thick, and
650 cycles were used for TiO2 coatings 25 nm thick. For Al2O3 coating,
75 cycles under N2 atmosphere were used for the deposition of an
Al2O3 layer 12 nm thick.

For the etching experiment, the core–shell nanowires were
prepared by the following procedure: First, the samples of core–
shell nanowires were scratched with a sharp knife, put into a small

bottle filled with methanol, and sonicated in an ultrasonic bath for
10 s. Then a TEM grid was placed in the bottle for a short time and
then was dried in air. The final step was repeated twice. Finally, the
TEM grid sample was placed in an aqueous solution in a small glass
beaker and was irradiated at room temperature with a UV lamp
(UVP Inc.) at a distance of 10 cm. The UV light used has a
wavelength of 254 nm and a power of 15 W. In the case of TiO2–CuO
core–shell nanowires, the TEM grid samples were directly subjected
to UV irradiation in water without further treatment.

The surface microstructure and morphological changes in the
core–shell nanowires were investigated by transmission electron
microscopy (TEM), and the elemental line scan profiles were
determined by energy dispersive X-ray (EDX) in the scanning
TEM mode.

Received: July 20, 2009
Published online: November 26, 2009

.Keywords: core–shell nanowires · electron microscopy ·
materials science · nanotubes · photochemistry

[1] R. Tenne, Nat. Nanotechnol. 2006, 1, 103 – 111.
[2] R. Singh, D. Pantarotto, D. McCarthy, O. Chaloin, J. Hoebeke,

C. D. Partidos, J.-P. Briand, M. Prato, A. Bianco, K. Kostarelos, J.
Am. Chem. Soc. 2005, 127, 4388 – 4396.

[3] A. Akturk, N. Goldsman, G. Pennington, A. Wickenden, Phys.
Rev. Lett. 2007, 98, 166803.

[4] a) S. Iijima, T. Ichihashi, Nature 1993, 363, 603 – 605; b) D. S.
Bethune, C. H. Kiang, M. S. De Vries, G. Gorman, R. Savoy, J.
Vazquez, R. Beyers, Nature 1993, 363, 605 – 607.

[5] H. J. Fan, M. Knez, R. Scholz, K. Nielsch, E. Pippel, D. Hesse, M.
Zacharias, U. G�sele, Nat. Mater. 2006, 5, 627 – 631.

[6] M. Steinhart, J. H. Wendorff, A. Greiner, R. B. Wehrspohn, K.
Nielsch, J. Schilling, J. Choi, U. G�sele, Science 2002, 296, 1997.

[7] X. Sun, Y. Li, Chem. Eur. J. 2003, 9, 2229 – 2238.
[8] S. Mukherjee, K. Kim, S. Nair, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2007, 129,

6820 – 6826.
[9] R. Tenne, L. Margulis, M. Genut, G. Hodes, Nature 1992, 360,

444 – 446.
[10] D. S. Kim, R. Scholz, U. G�sele, M. Zacharias, Small 2008, 4,

1615 – 1619.
[11] X. C. Jiang, T. Herricks, Y. Xia, Nano Lett. 2002, 2, 1333 – 1338.
[12] a) A. Fujishima, K. Honda, Nature 1972, 238, 37 – 38; b) M. S.

Wrighton, D. S. Ginley, P. T. Wolczanski, A. B. Ellis, D. L. Morse,
A. Linz, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1975, 72, 1518 – 1522.

[13] R. Nakamura, Y. Nakato, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 1290 –
1298.

[14] J.-S. Lee, T. Kato, A. Fujishima, K. Honda, Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn.
1984, 57, 1179 – 1183.

[15] Y. Yang D. S. Kim, Y. Qin, A. Berger, R. Scholz, H. Kim, M.
Knez, U. G�sele, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2009, 131, 13920 – 13921.

[16] K.-S. Ahn, Y. Yan, S.-H. Lee, T. Deutsch, J. Turner, C. E. Tracy,
C. L. Perkins, M. Al-Jassim, J. Electrochem. Soc. 2007, 154,
B956 – B959.

[17] D. S. Kim, R. Ji, H. J. Fan, F. Bertram, R. Scholz, A. Dadgar, K.
Nielsch, A. Krost, J. Christen, U. G�sele, M. Zacharias, Small
2007, 3, 76 – 80.

[18] D. V. Bavykin, J. M. Friedrich, F. C. Walsh, Adv. Mater. 2006, 18,
2807 – 2824.

Communications

212 www.angewandte.org � 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 210 –212

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nnano.2006.62
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja0441561
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja0441561
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.98.166803
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.98.166803
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/363603a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/363605a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1071210
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.200204394
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja070124c
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja070124c
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/360444a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/360444a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/smll.200800060
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/smll.200800060
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/nl0257519
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/238037a0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.72.4.1518
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja0388764
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja0388764
http://dx.doi.org/10.1246/bcsj.57.1179
http://dx.doi.org/10.1246/bcsj.57.1179
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja906120a
http://dx.doi.org/10.1149/1.2754074
http://dx.doi.org/10.1149/1.2754074
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/smll.200600307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/smll.200600307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.200502696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.200502696
http://www.angewandte.org

